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natives put to diem by their superior officer. In order to clear up the situation he took die office of Secretary of State for "War, and laid down die impeccable doctrine that no officer or soldier should ask questions about orders which may be given to him, or be asked questions about his attitude towards such orders, and that in particular it is the duty of every officer and soldier to obey all lawful commands " either for the safeguarding of public property or the support of the civil power in the ordinary execution of its duty, or for the protection of the lives and property of the inhabitants in the case of disturbance of the peace." On that the officers returned to duty, but the course of events behind the scenes had been one of blundering all the way, and it required all Asquith's personal authority to restore order, and to convince the House of Commons that he had not bargained with the officers for their return to duty.
The King and the Crisis
By these various events political parties between them had, in the years 1913 and 1914, brought affairs into a position in which there was no safe way out for either of them. If the Liberals persisted, Ulster threatened rebellion; if the Unionists succeeded in driving the Liberals from office and extinguishing Home Rule, the Nationalists threatened rebellion.
The King, meanwhile, was in danger of becoming for die second time in his short reign the centre of a constitutional storm. Unionists entreated him to assume the functions of which the House of Lords had been dispossessed, and either to veto the Home Rule Bill or dismiss his Ministers and dissolve Parliament. Officers in the army appealed to him to absolve them from their obedience to the Government in the name of their allegiance to the Crown. Others warned him that it would be more dangerous for the Crown to be associated with a rebellion against Parliament than to risk the displeasure of the Conservative party by remaining neutral. Through it all the Bang remained wise and cool, and used his influence to bring party leaders together and induce them to accept a compromise.
There was nothing which Asquith more defired, and from the summer of 1913 onwards he set himself to it with char-, and Utogether a misnomer to speak of their having " mutinied " when they had merely chosen one of the alter-decision of the people, provided that ifccisjba was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
